
6. The question was: “Give the students a hexagram to explicate for their midterm (one that will 
characterize both the exam and the student’s state of mind).” I’ve provided you with the archaic 
pictograms and the trigrams as well as various relevant details gathered from different commentaries 
of the I Ching. Interpret this hexagram and be sure to explain the logic of your interpretation. Take 
your time. Allow yourself to go through the fullest possible range of associations in the time you 
have. Keep in mind that the reading of the moving line is especially important. (35) 
 
 

Hexagram #59 Huan  Dispersion (Legge) 
       The flood (Heyboer) 
 
 
 
 

Sun: wind, gentle, wood, penetration 
K’an: water, pit, danger 
 

 
 
Reading of the symbolism: Dispersion, expansion. The king’s presence creates the temple; 
harvest: wading the great river; harvest: determination. The great image says: winds blowing over 
the waters: flood; the ancient kings presented offerings to the lord and established temples. 
 
Pictogram: On the left side of the character is water or a river. At the right side a character 
meaning lively, excellent, gay, beautiful; it is a drawing of a man ( 1 ) at the entrance of a cave 
 ( 2 ) looking attentively around ( 3 ) with a stick ( 4 ) in his hand ( 5 ). In 

the pictogram on left, the stick ( 4 ), which one finds in the most ancient 
characters, has been omitted. The lower part of the character came to 
mean examining something closely by passing it from hand to hand.  
.(NOTE: also take into account what the pictogram looks like to you, without the 
explanation.) 
                                                                                        

 
 
Judgment/Commentary: A flood destroys all the old structures, paving the way for a new, 
fresh and as yet clean life, open for new possibilities. For a life with an open gateway to the 
cosmos, man’s mind needs deluges. Dissolving all the rigid structures, like opinions, prejudices, 
ties, obligations. They all give a feeling of security, but they restrict, narrow down, and take 
away the essential deep security of universal openness. Having to save one’s lifeputs many 
other things back in the place where they belong, often even completely out of sight. (Heyboer) 
 
6 in the 1st place: The 1st line, divided, shows its subject engaged in rescuing (from the 
impending evil) and having (the assistance of) a strong horse. There will be good fortune. 
(Legge) 
 Benefit of the force of a gelded horse. Auspicious. In order to solve a problem, make 
use of things within the scope of your abilities. What goes beyond them might turn out to be a 
problem itself. If you cannot handle the means, the remedy may be worse than the disease. 
(Heyboer) 
 
6 in the 4th place: The 4th line, divided, shows its subject scattering the parties; which leads to 
great good fortune. From the dispersion (he collects again good men standing out, a crowd) like a 
mound, which is what ordinary men would not have thought of.  (Legge) 
 Disperse one’s group, great auspiciousness. Dispersion finds accumulation. Common 
peole would never think of this. When a group has no strict rules or borders, no dogmas, it isopen 
for many people. Trust others to take responsibility themselves, and reckon with their way of 
thinking, then existing contacts will improve, and many new contacts are made possible. (Heyboer) 
 
  

   


